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Summer Term 1 

our School Value is 

Friendship 

‘Good friends are like stars. You don’t 

always see them, but you know they 

are always there.’ 

and our Worship is all about   

Respect 

 

 

Headteacher’s Message  

Dear Parents, Carers and Families, 

I cannot believe this is the last newsletter and we 

are nearly at the end of another academic year.  

We have had a fantastic start to the second half of 

this Summer Term with the Summer Fair once 

again proving to be a huge highlight. The Friends 

PTA have raised huge amounts of money for the 

school, and everyone had a great time. Thank you 

so much for all your support before and during 

these events, they would not be possible without 

you. A special thank you to those from the Friends 

PTA involved in the Summer Fair and all other 

events, we are looking forward to some more    

outdoor play equipment being installed during the 

Summer holidays with the money this has raised. 

We have also had Y4 and Y5 trips to Aztec and  

Y6 travel to Birmingham Cathedral next week for 

their Diocesan send off. We also had Prayer Week 

in amongst the heat last week, so it has already 

been a very busy term! We now come towards the 

end of the term and look forward to celebrating our 

successes through assemblies and events, but 

also start to look forward to next year with the  

transition day today. There are lots of events at 

the end of term and I hope to see many of you in 

school over the final few weeks of term.  

    Mr. Murphy, Headteacher 

 

 

 

  

We are absolutely delighted to 

share that we have just          

received the OPAL platinum 

status with a 96% rating for our 

lunchtime provision. This is  

incredible considering we have 

only been on our OPAL journey 

for 18 months. Well done to all 

of the Play Team and Ms White! 

See the details on the next 

page. 



 

 Attendance 
Attendance Whole School June:  95.7% 

 Class with Best Attendance:  6M—98.9% 

Punctuality Whole School June: 98.4% 

 Year 5—99% Year with Best Punctuality:  

WOW! A huge thank you to everyone for all your support with this year’s Summer Fair! Once 
again the weather was kind to us and we hope you enjoyed the day as much as we did! 

With only a few weeks left, we will soon reveal just how much you have raised this school year – 
it’s truly amazing! 

These next 3 weeks are set to be action packed with events, please see diary dates below. 

IMPORTANT Colour Run—Please ensure you have completed your Child’s consent form   

Sponsored Colour Run 2026 – Fill in form and sponsor your child (please do share with friends 
and family!) Sponsorship Form 

We welcome volunteers to sell ice-creams/drinks during the year 6 productions and also at    
Frozen Fridays, please let us know if you can help. 

Dates for the Diary 

Frozen Friday – continuing every Friday 

Friday 3rd July - Colour Run 

Saturday 4th July – Year 6 Swim Party (tickets are now sold out) 

Tuesday 14th July - Summer Disco 

Friends of St. Laurence 

Music Service Sign up Link and QR code 

Over the next few weeks, children, staff and parents will 

be treated to performances by our instrumental students 

(taught by the Music Service) and also by our Rock-

steady bands. If you would like your child to begin or 

continue lessons in September, please sign up using 

the QR code for the Music Service or this link , or by vis-

iting Home - Rocksteady Music School if you would like 

them to do Rocksteady. Due to an increase in Music 

Service costs, we have had to slightly raise the fees for 

instrumental lessons to £8.50 per week for the next academic year. As we are 

able to put children into small groups, this is still a fraction of the cost of a private 

lesson. Pupil Premium eligible children pay half fees. Rocksteady lessons are 

booked directly through the provider's website, and cost £44.68 per month. For 

further detailed information about our extra-curricular music offer at St Laurence, 

please visit the school website: St Laurence Church Junior School - Letters  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zR-W2KOCT0-9Kmczv0slnVm8NSSQd_ZOlZcSPSbIQYtUOERHTVpaUlFXTlQ2UE5CTjMwVDc2Q0w2US4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zR-W2KOCT0-9Kmczv0slnVm8NSSQd_ZOlZcSPSbIQYtUOERHTVpaUlFXTlQ2UE5CTjMwVDc2Q0w2US4u&route=shorturl
https://www.justgiving.com/page/friendscolourrun2026
https://www.justgiving.com/page/friendscolourrun2026
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/RqFeTggPdW
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/
https://www.stlaurencechurchjuniorschool.co.uk/newsletters


 

 

Important Summer Term Diary Dates 

1st July 
Citywide Transition Day - including Yr 6 to secondary schools and internal year 

group transition 

2nd July  Guitar Concert  

3rd July Rocksteady Concert - 9:15 

3rd July Colour Run 

6th July Recorder Concert—2:30 

7th / 9th July Y6 Performance Evenings  - Tuesday 5pm and Thursday 7pm 

7th July Woodwind Concert  

8th July Year 6 Fabulous Finish –2:45 

9th July Year 6 Leavers Service at Cathedral pm 

10th July Year 4 Fabulous Finish—2:45 

14th July End of year disco 

15th July Youth Proms 

16th July 
Whole School Awards Assembly am 

Y6 Leavers assembly in church pm 

17th July 
Y6 Leavers Assembly in school am 

Last Day of Term 

OPAL Platinum Award 

Please read this note from our OPAL mentor after our review last week...! 

A huge congratulations in achieving your OPAL Platinum Award! 

St Laurence Church Junior School is now officially in the top 1% of schools in the country for the 
quality of its play provision, and that is down to every single one of you. From the play team who 
show up every day with energy, creativity, and genuine care for our children, to the wider staff 
who have embraced OPAL as part of who we are as a school as well as the children who enjoy 
every bit of it and the parents for your encouraging and vital donations! This achievement reflects 
your collective commitment and hard work. 

A very special acknowledgement must go to Ms White and Mrs Buller, whose vision, dedication, 
and tireless effort have been at the heart of everything OPAL has become at St Laurence. A    
further congratulations to the incredible play team- thank you. They turn up every day, whatever 
the weather, and give our children something truly special. Their enthusiasm, creativity, and   
genuine love for what they do has transformed lunchtime at St Laurence into something that   
children look forward to and cherish. The relationships they have built with our children, and the 
confidence they have grown in their own practice, are something to be enormously proud of. The 
standards they have set and the culture they have built are quite simply outstanding.  

What started as a programme has become something much bigger- a culture. Play is woven into 
the fabric of St Laurence, and children feel it every single day. The joy that is visible on the    
playground, the friendships that have formed, and the wellbeing of your children are a testament 
to everything you have given to this. 

With warmest congratulations, Kaleigh Atkinson - OPAL Mentor 


