Everyone has the right to live free
from fear, intimidation and abuse.
Nobody deserves to be abused or

should have to accept intolerable
behaviour.

What is a hate crime?

A hate crime is a criminal offence that is
motivated by hostility and prejudice towards
somebody because of their gender identity,
sexual orientation, disability, race, or religion
or belief.

Hate crimes can include:

e Verbal abuse

* Physical assault

¢ Online abuse

¢ Sexual assault

¢ Harassment

e Damage to property

* Bullying or threatening behaviour

* Inciting others to commit hate crimes

Anyone can be a victim of hate. These crimes
can also take place anywhere - at home, out
in public, online, at work or at school.

It’s important to:

» Recognise it is happening and accept you
are not to blame.

e Go somewhere you know is safe and get
help.

e Remember that hate crimes start as smaller
incidents, but they may escalate into more
serious and frequent attacks. Therefore,
make sure you report any incidents.

How can you report a hate crime?

You might want to shrug it off if it happens to
you. But if you tell us, we can investigate and
stop it from getting worse, for you or someone
else. Even if you're not sure whether it’s a
crime or not, you should report it so we can

investigate.

If you have experienced a hate crime or
incident, we're here to support you.

« Call 999 if you feel you are in danger, threats
have been made against you or if a crime is in
progress.

» For non-emergencies, call 101.

* If you're deaf, hard of hearing or speech-
impaired, you can use textphone 18001 101.

* Webchat with us at
www.west-midlands.police.uk

» Visit your local police station.
* Report it online via www.report-it.org.uk

Anyone can report a hate crime, whether they
are the victim, witness or a third party.

What is a third party reporting centre?

Third party reporting centres are
community locations where victims can
report hate crimes or incidents without
having to contact the police directly.

Staff at the centres have been trained to
help you report a hate crime through the
True Vision website. This information is then
passed directly to your local police force.

To find out where your nearest third party
reporting centre is, visit
www.west-midlands.police.uk and search

for ‘hate crime’.
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